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Dear Readers,

In this issue of Tosh Fesh we are celebrating the 8th year of the

Ma'hmoud Kahil Award yvith the American Univgrsity of Beirut. oLiisl 6 wlgp ol Sawwll dpliiodl dalsl
This momentous occasion also saw the establishment of the aollll Jund 3g0m0 65l Prso
Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies at AUB. Opening Speech by Mrs. Rada Sawaf at the
The center will be continuously working on promoting the works 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award Exhibition

of Arab comic artists and Arab cartoonists for the world to
know. In the spirit of celebration and new beginnings, we have
redesigned the annual Tosh Fesh anthology no. 11 to reflect the
future of comics. This new start is the first step to many future
projects to come.

As you shall read in the editorial about the Kahil Award in this
issue, there has been tremendous progress in the field of comics,
and people have started to appreciate the value of this form of
expression.

With this, Tosh Fesh has decided to publish a separate biannual
book specialized in comics called “.+.." Plus, whose first issue
was published in November 2022.

bilpidl wlwlya) wlgo jisog Ia jSpo oliisl

. - auyell 8)g0all
I hOpe you enjoy this issue. The opening of the Rada and Mutaz Sawaf
Publisher Center for Arab Comics Studies

Mu’taz Sawaf
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITYorBEIRUT

RADA AND MUTAZ SAWAF CENTER

FOR ARAB COMICS STUDIES
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITYorBEIRUT

RADA AND MUTAZ SAWAF CENTER

FOR ARAB COMICS STUDIES
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Engaging with the Arab Comics Archive: Rethinking Gender,
Voice and lIdentity Exhibition, organized by the Rada
and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies at the
American University of Beirut

The artist Emad Hajjaj in the Engaging with
the Arab Comics Archive: Rethinking Gender,
Voice and Identity Exhibition

THE CENTER ORGANIZES AND ACCOMPLISHES

The annual Pan-Arab
Mahmoud Kahil Award
for comics, cartoons, and
illustration

Publishing research on
Arab comics, historical
and analytical studies,
academic monographs,
anthologies, literary
adaptations, and graphic
narratives and novels

An annual symposium on
comics to promote and
advance the field and
encourage scholarly and
artistic works on comics

University courses,
workshops, lectures, and
master classes on comics
by leading regional and
international comics
artists and academics

Thematic curated
exhibitions pertaining
to comics

Outreach, collaboration,
and networking with
other centers, cultural
institutions, regional,
and international
Comics platforms and
festivals, as well as
practicing artists of the
Arab world
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The Rada and Mutaz Sawaf
Center for Arab Comics
Studies at the American
University of Beirut

» The Center was established in November « Vision: to preserve the heritage of this
2022, and inaugurated in April 2023 medium, and embrace its canons as an
integral feature of contemporary Arab art,
» The Center is an academic body that acts while aspiring to place it on a global stage
as a hub for the critical study of comics
art from the Arab World * The Center was made possible through a
generous endowment providing perpetual
¢ Mission: to promote the research, financial support for the center, donated
teaching, and production of this artform, by AUB alumnus and trustee Mu'taz Sawaf
while building a collection of archival and (BArch '74) and his wife Rada

contemporary Arab comics

Dr. Lina Ghaibeh's speech at the opening ceremoney of the center at the

American University of Beirut

The Rada & Mutaz Sawaf

c f u b n I The opening of The Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies,
enter for a omics I with the presence of Mr. & Mrs. Sawaf, Dr. Lina Ghaibeh, and Dr. Fadlo R.

Khuri. president of the American University of Beirut
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Dr. Fadlo Khuri, Mr. Mu'taz Sawaf, former

Prime Minsiter Mr. Fouad Siniora, and

Mrs. Rada Sawaf at the opening of the 8th
Mahmoud Kahil Exibition
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Much like Mahmoud Kabhil's works, which depicted his surroundings
and focused on the social scenes and political events of his time,
the works of the newer generation of artists are a testament to the
importance of comics. They are reflections of life and a means to
document our visual histories.

The dedication and hard work of its founders, Mu'taz and Rada Sawaf,
and organizers have transformed the award into a celebration of
creativity, innovation, and excellence that is eagerly anticipated by
artists, designers, and creative professionals alike. From the start,
the journey to the Mahmoud Kahil Award has been characterized
by a sense of purpose and dedication, much like its namesake and
founder. And now, as the award enters its 8th year, it stands as a
testament to the power of perseverance, passion, and creativity in
supporting artists in the field.

Marking the 20th year since the artist’s passing, the 8th Mahmoud
Kahil Award was celebrated at the Lebanese National Library in
Beirut and showcased many of the artworks published in the annual
anthology, the works of the winners, and notable submissions. This
winners of this year's awards are:

Omar Al Abdallat - Editorial Cartoons $10,000
Jorj Abou Mhaya - Graphic Novels $10,000
Ganzeer - Comics $5,000

Tracy Chahwan - Graphic Illustration $5,000
Hanane Kai - Children’s Book Illustration $5,000

This year’s Comics Guardian was awarded to Fanzeen and its
founder Mike F. Derderian for their work in igniting passion towards
the art of comics. The Lifetime Achievement Award was bestowed
on Jordanian artist Emad Hajjaj for his outstanding work and art
over the years.

In addition to the artwork, new Al-based art projects allowed
attendees to explore the endless possibilities of artistic expressio
n. The growing popularity of the Mahmoud Kahil Award and the
increasing number of other awards for Arab comics and graphic
novels are a testament to the vibrancy and diversity of the Arab
comic scene. With each passing year, more and more artists are
discovering the power of comics and graphic novels to tell their
stories and express their unique visions of the world.

Mahmoud Kabhil's legacy continues to live on, inspiring generations
of artists.

0 @iolll J1a5 ag0a0 Gjiloy ggpilall
ighy b dibgll aiisall
The 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award Winners
at the National Library in Beirut
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} 15 By Yasmine El Hajjar

The 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award:

Celebrating the Legacy of aPioneer
and the Rise of Arab Comics

It is undeniable that in recent years, comics and graphic ’

novels originating from the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) have garnered a significant increase in

Previously dismissed as mere entertainment or children's
illustrations, this art form has grown to become a subject
of international appreciation and academic study.

recognition.

One of the earliest initiatives to recognize the importance
and role of Arab comics was the Rada and Mu’taz Sawaf
Center for Arab Comics Studies at AUB, established
in 2014 through a trust set up by alumnus and trustee

Mu'taz Sawaf and his wife, Rada.

didall 6 diolill J125 5gano 6jil
LIgpy (-0 dibgll
The 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award

Exhibition opening at The
National Library in Beirut

In its early years, the initiative hosted several symposiums focusing on
the historical, social, and technical importance of the art form of comics.
The topics covered a range of sensitive key social and political issues in
the region, including refugee displacement, war and conflict, and activism.
These symposiums hosted prominent international and regional names in
the field of comic illustration and research. With its space formally opened
on the 28th of April 2023, the Center's undertaking has significantly
expanded.

Established with a mission to research, teach, and promote comics from the
Arab world, the Center aims to preserve the corpus of this art form's heritage.
In doing so, it seeks to ensure that the integral features of contemporary
Arab comics are brought to light by showcasing them on a global stage.

As part of its mission, the Center organizes the prestigious annual pan-
Arab Mahmoud Kahil Awards. These awards honor, showcase, and promote
talents from the region to a wide audience through documentation,
exhibition, and award celebrations.

Named in honor of the legacy of the late Lebanese cartoon artist Mahmoud
Kahil, this award is the first of its kind in the region. It has paved the way
for a growing number of awards for Arab comics and graphic novels, such
as those hosted at the International Comic Book Festival of Algeria (FIBDA)
and the CairoComix Festival, highlighting the vibrancy of the Arabic comic
scene.

The journey of the annual Mahmoud Kahil Award has been a unique one.
What started as small recognition has now blossomed into one of the most
renowned awards ceremonies in the area, attracting talent and attention
from all corners. It has evolved over time, adapting to the changing needs
and preferences of its audience and the community it celebrates.
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Throughout its journey, Tosh Fesh has stayed true
to Mu'taz Sawaf’s vision and played a critical role in
preserving the works of artists. This commitment to
documentation serves a dual purpose - it provides
an invaluable resource for future generations and
honors the legacy of the artists, thereby bolstering the
continuity of the Arab comic artistry.

The organization's inclusive approach, which embraces
a wide spectrum of styles and thematic focuses, has
further elevated its impact. By promoting the works
of prominent artists like Lena Merhej, Shennawy. and
Seif Eddine Nachi amongst others, Tosh Fesh has
celebrated the diversity inherent in the Arab comic
scene, fostering arich and varied tapestry of narratives
and voices.

As the organization embarks on its next decade, one
can expect a continued commitment to its mission,
coupled with new initiatives to expand its reach and
impact. With its unyielding advocacy for Arab comic
artistry, Tosh Fesh stands as a testament to the power
of artistic expression, demonstrating that comics and
cartoons can be as poignant and impactful as traditional
forms of art, literature, and poetry.

The work done within Tosh Fesh underscores the
transformative power of comic artistry in the Arab
world. It provides an authentic lens into the society,
capturing the humor, the pain, the struggles, and
the triumphs that constitute the Arab experience.
It highlights artists> complex themes and ideas in
an accessible and engaging manner, transcending
language and cultural barriers.

Equally noteworthy is ToshFesh's commitment to
celebrating and honoring the legacy of Arab comic
artists. The inclusion of the Mahmoud Kahil Awards in
their annual anthology serves to recognize outstanding
contributions to the field. By doing so, they not only
commend artistic excellence but also inspire upcoming
artists, instilling in them the drive to push boundaries
and innovate.

Distinguishing itself through its relentless dedication
to Arab comic artists and cartoonists, Tosh Fesh is a
unique blend of publishing, advocacy, education, and
collaboration has not only elevated the art form but
also fostered a sense of community among artists.
It remains to be seen what the next decade holds for
Tosh Fesh, but if the past is any indication, it promises
to be a journey filled with creativity, innovation, and an
enduring celebration of Arab comic artistry.

61alall glopgo V yusiogs guls (0 yid yub
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Tosh Fesh in CairoComix 7 Cairo
International Comics Festival
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Over the past decade, Tosh Fesh has launched several initiatives
aimed at amplifying Arab comic artistry. An annual anthology, a
collaborative effort featuring a plethora of Arab comic artists,
a biannual journal, and original comic works underscore Tosh
Fesh's commitment.

Tosh Fesh's open call for comic submissions has been
instrumental in encouraging emerging talent. By publishing the
winners> work and offering a cash prize, the organization has
tangibly advanced the careers of these artists. This initiative has
fostered a spirit of creativity and competition, further enriching
the Arab comic scene.

The organization's international presence has significantly
contributed to bringing Arab comic artistry to a global audience.
Their collaboration with «La Cité Internationale de La Bande
Dessinée et de Limage” in Angouléme marked a milestone
in their journey. The resulting exhibition, featuring the work
of numerous Arab artists, helped break cultural barriers and
fostered an appreciation for Arab comics in non-Arab audiences.

Tosh Fesh's active engagement with academic institutions,
particularly its collaboration with the Center for Arab Comic
Studies at the American University of Beirut, has been pivotal
in shaping the perception of comics. By organizing exhibitions,
conferences, and workshops, traditional views on art and
literature are challenged, opening doors for comics and cartoons
to be recognized as powerful forms of artistic expression.
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Why should we returntodiscussing the Arab revolutions after more thantenyears,and after
researchers have extensively written, studied, analyzed, and reviewed them in the fields of
politics, society,and economics fromallangles?

Perhaps because in the field of comic strips for adults we need a starting point to rely on,
to build on, so we can move forward in this art. The emergence of the artistic movement of
the comic strip was associated with the eruption of these revolutions, asitengagedinthem
and was influenced by their atmosphere. It was the point where the initial foundations of
this art were formed, which built its communication networks through choices, methods,
trends, and artistic experiences that required documentation and the creation of acollective
memory to preserve them for future reference. These are the beginnings that we return to
for communication between a generation that ignited the spark and another that may not
necessarily know whereitcame from or whoinitiated it. Beginnings that have names, groups
with titles, platforms, and publications that established what we have today.

Advisory Board: Shennawy, Seif Eddine Nachi, Lina Ghaibeh, Lena Merhej, Jonathan Guyer.

Artists in the Issue: Magdy El Shafee, Seif Eddine Nachi, Ganzeer, Lena Merhej, Salam
Alhassan, Othman Selmi.
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This novel follows the risky journey of three individuals who participated in the revolution
anditsuncertain consequences. They find themselves wanted by the Egyptian and English
governments, and an English instigator who suspects them for the killing of a British
envoy and stealing five thousand Egyptian pounds worth of gold. Perhaps by tracing the
missing gold, which was in the possession of the victim, they can find the real culprits;
everyone follows the gold.
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Mahbouba, Bedaa, Fadel, Bouran... The women in the tenth book come from different
countries andcities: AlBasra, Egypt, Konya, Najd, Isfahan,and Samarkand. Their lives take
themtoBaghdad, where they excelled. Among them are the ruler, the patron of handicrafts,
the poet, the musician, the scientist, the philanthropist, the patron of art and architecture,
the ascetic, the quarrelsome, the lover, the counselor and the professional chess player.
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During his constant attempts to travel, “Feesh” stumbles into a journey thatis much more
difficult than that of leaving! In the midst of human trafficking, weapons, international and
border alliances, and contemplation of his social status, pure coincidence put himin front of
“Tashbeeh,” who was not even the largest of his problems to arise!
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In this comic, my story with this malignant disease begins with my preliminary diagnosis
and eventual chemotherapy and eventual surgery to remove the tumor. Even with some
unexpected complications, | fully recover with the grace of God. This story rife with
difficulties, some strange and at time amusing, is a mixture of my personal experience
and the stories of patients fighting similar experiences.
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This book is the product of the 24 Hours of Comics event, which was organized by Goethe-
Institut Alexandria in cooperation with Warshet Eskndria, with the participation of 15 comic
artists. The theme touched on the topic of virtual reality in the world we live in and what the
shift into the metaverse would look like, possible hidden repercussions, and its affect on us.
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A mysterious and solitary explorer roams the desert in search of a black locust that he
believes will be the source of an upcoming disaster. Obsessed with finding its source and
drawn by a mysterious force, the explorer canonly plunge deeperintothe heartof the desert,
certain of his ability to face the end of the world alone... At night, Imashiq, the spirit of the
desert,comestocomforthimandtriestoconvince him of the futility of his plan. “Everything
hasanend,” he keeps repeatingto him.PointZerois a personal story,an existential question,
and a contemplation of our current world, blurring the boundaries between reality and
fantasy and diving into the heart of the vast and silent desert.
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Jana, a woman in her late thirties, lives in the heart of Beirut. Everything around her
questions the nature of love. She knows nothing of love, nor does she care to. She just
continues to mix colors with her paint brush, flicking in specks of black from her pastand
some from the unknown future she has no control over.Her life revolves around a question
she has not uttered: Have you ever felt love before? One day, while she is distracted,
someone appears and opens doors to places she never expected, revealing the truth - or
illusion - of falling in love.
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The book blends together short and relatively long comic strips that cover various topic,
some newly drawn for this edition and others previously published over the years.
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Thisillustrated research seeks torewrite the story of the writer May Ziadeh from a feminist
and personal perspective. Pascal Ghazaleh narrates the storyintwotimelines: the present,
whichis simultaneous with the writing of the story and the search, and the past, which tells
the story of May’s literary journey until her passing. Through the different dialogues that
she conducted with research, Ghazaleh returns to the present to shed light on the social
and cultural dynamics that contribute in shaping the collective memory, especially those
related towomen’s history.




