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Arab Comics Today Mahmoud Classic Cartoon
The New Generation Kahil Award 2022 Gomaa Farhat
Exhibition

Comics

Section

Migo / Egypt

7 8 Khalid Nahar / Jordan
Zakariaa Tmalah / Morocco
Naif Shaqqur / Palestine

Muhamed Elhagrasy / Egypt

Eyas Jaafar / Syria

New
Releases

Cartoon
Section

Naser Jafari / Jordan
Nawaf Al Mulla / Bahrain
Adel Al Qallaf / Kuwait

Ramzy Taweel / Palestine
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Animated cartoons, an Art that is not very popular, or rather lacks sufficient
financial support to encouraged and spread in the region, is becoming more
and more known in the Arab world as “Comics”. The Tenth publication of “Tosh
Fesh” is here to dedicate and shed light on this art, and to introduce to the
new generation the artists and pioneers of this creative art. This edition also
includes caricature artists and their work in order to highlight its impact on
aspects of social activity in the world.

Therefore, the Arab Comics Today: “The New Generation” Exhibition was held
in Beirut, sponsored by “Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arab Comics Initiative” and
“Tosh Fesh”, and organized by “Lion BD", with the presence of the French
Ambassador “Anne Grillo”. More than 50 artists from the Arab world has
participated, and the purpose was to create a platform for the creativity and
innovation of Arab Youth, who raise many questions around their unsettled life,
and sometimes seek emigration due to the absence of safety and of those who
believe in their talent in their homeland.

Lastly, let us not forget the Seventh Annual “Mahmoud Kahil” Award, which was
also held in Beirut, and included winning artists from all over the Arab world.
The Award also plays an important role in stimulating and encouraging the Art
of Comics in the Arab world.

Publisher
Al Mu'taz Al Sawwaf

Fig.1
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Arab Comics Today: The New
Generation Exhibition

Fig.2
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“Mahmoud Kahil Award 7" at Dar El Nimer
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ARAB COMICS TODAY:
THE NEW GENERATION
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Beirut regains the
transformations of the Comic
Art in the “Cartoon Movie
Festival”

The “Beirut Comic Art Festival’, which was
integrated on October 7th 2021 in Beirut, and
was held at “Dar El Nimer for Arts and Culture”.
It sheds light on issues raised by young comic
artists in a comedic and serious manner critizing
there society and talking about saturated stories
about their day to day life and fears.

The Festival is organized by the “French Culture
Center in Beirut”, in corporation with “Lion BD",
“The Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts”, and
“Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arabic Comics Initiative
at the American University of Beirut”, with the
participation of 40 artists from 14 countries.

During the opening, the French Ambassador to
Lebanon, “Anne Grillo” described the festival as
ambitious and creative, as she told that she was
surprised by the amount of interest in the Art of
Comics in Lebanon, especially amoung young
people and universities.

The French Ambassador expressed her hope
that “Arab Comics Today: The New Generation”
Exhibition would become a key for this Art and its
enthusiats, and to invest in the profession.
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She appreciated the collective work of the
Lebanese Academies, the private initiatives and
the Cultural Centers, which joined forces to make
this cultural event successful.

The “Arab Comics Today: The New Generation”
exhibition, which is considered one of the most
prominent activities of the Festival, restores the
alternative path of Comic Art in the region from
1980 until today, displaying the productions
of individual artists and groups, that emerged
during the past forty years. The exhibition also
portrays different influences that artists had and
the issues that preoccupied them.
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“Dr. Lina Ghaibeh”, the curator of the exhibition,
who manages the “Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf
Arabic Comics Initiative at the American
University of Beirut”, considered that the
abundant productions, magazines and comic
books of a group of young artists, can be described
as the modern renaissance for Arab Youth in the
production of Comics.

“Ghaibeh” also pointed out, that “the Exhibition
highlights the dreams of those people, who faced
many challenges, most importantly in the lack of
support and censorship, and the non-publishing
of specialized comic magazines, as well as the
absence of specialized publishing houses, and
the few interested readers in these stories and
novels. Finally today, the Ninth Art became an
integrated part of the contemporary Arab Art
Scene”.

She indicated that this transformation is
due thanks to the perseverance of the Self-
made Artists, who insisted on innovating and
expressing their thoughts, and fears, despite
all the circumstances and changes that we are
going through.
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This Exhibition alone, brings together 60 artists
and 11 groups from Yemen, Libya, Morocco,
Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq,
in one place, which played an important role in
the rise, development and spreading of the Art of
illustrated Comics, which “Ghaibeh” and “Mu'taz
and Rada Sawwaf Initiative” have followed since
2014 and have innovated for them the “Mahmoud
Kahil” Award for Caricature and Comics.

“Mu’taz Sawwaf” said: “This Award contributes
in encouraging artists to produce, publish and
express their opinions and visions, from their
own point of view, in various issues, such as
political, social, life and humanitarian”.
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MAHMOUD KAHIL AWARD 2022
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The Mahmoud Kahil Award

The Mahmoud Kahil Award is an award program under
the Mu'taz & Rada Sawwaf Arabic Comics Initiative at the
American University of Beirut that aims to promote comics,
editorial cartoons and illustration in the Arab world through
the recognition of the rich talent and creative achievement of
comics artists, cartoonists and illustrators in the region. This
program was established in 2014 upon the initiative of Mr.
Mu'taz Sawwaf to honor and perpetuate the legacy of the late
Mahmoud Kahil, one of the leading cartoonists and caricaturists
of the ArabWorld, and a former AUB graduate. An open call to
submitartworksinthe various categories of editorial cartoons,
comics &illustrationis launched annually.Winners are selected
by anesteemedjury panel,andthe winnersareannouncedand
honored at the annual awards ceremony.

Dr. Lina Ghaibeh with the winners from Skef Kef Magazine
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The Mu'taz & Rada Sawwaf Arabic Comics Initiative is an
academic body for the study of Arabic Comics atthe American
University of Beirut. It aims to elevate and facilitate the
interdisciplinary research of Arabic comics, promote the
production, scholarship and teaching of comics,and develop
and maintain a repository of Arabic comics literature. The
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initiative is hoped to eventually developinto an Arabic Comics Mahmoud Kahil 7" Award Exhibition at Dar EL Nimer

Center that would act as a hub for the study of this Arabic
cultural heritage and for the study of this Arabic cultural
heritage and specialized teaching of this art form.
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Lifetime Achievement Award
AliMandalawi / Iraq

AliMandalawiis one of the most outstanding caricaturistsin
Irag and the Arab World. He is also a books and magazines
illustrator, a graphic designer, and a writer. He studied at
the Institute of Fine Arts in Baghdad University in 1979 from
which he obtained his BA degree in 1986.

His love for colored pens and paper began when he was
only seven years old. Inspired by the green river-lands
of his childhood, the landscape infused his art with joyful
colors. He explains that he draws his color palette from the
mountains, lakes, and villages of Kurdistan. Mandalawi’s
professional career kicked off atanearly agein 1975, at the
Iraqgi Children’s Culture House.

Mandalawi is known for his caricature portraits. They are
featured in his exhibits and published in his book, Faces,
in 2014. The book also formulates his philosophy and
researchonthe cultural characteristics of these caricatured
personalities. He has participated in collective and solo
exhibitions in Baghdad, Amman, Tunisia, The Netherlands,
and London. His latest exhibit was titled “Faces Outside
Mirrors” in Baghdad, 2019. Also he won many awards.
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Comics Guardian Award
Skefkef / Morocco

“Skefkef” is a popular sandwich among the working class
of Casablanca. Its bad smell undermines its delicious taste
(also called “khanz w banin” that literally translates to
“stinky and delicious”). It is also the name of a Casablancan
comics Franzine, organized by “Rousoum” and produced in
partnership with the “Casablanca Lozein” cultural center.
“Skefkef” aims to encourage the production of comics, and
to promote their accessibility across the Maghreb.

“Skefkef” invites writers, producers and talented artists to
two yearly meetings, in order to think on a specific topic and
developitintoamixture of writings, explanations,and comics,
to be published in Arabic in a seventy page-long magazine.
Eachissue features an artist from the Middle East and North
Africa, in order to promote dialogue and communication
among artists of the region. The magazine also aims to link
comics to music. For each issue, musicians and bands are
invited to compose a piece, relating to the main topic of the
issue, to be published on the back cover in the form of a QR
code, allowing readers to listen to the piece by scanningiit.
“Skefkef” acts as a window and a laboratory that aims to
instill the professional character on comics in the Maghreb.
Itis linked to other similar initiatives across the Middle East,
and strives towards a long-term creative vision.
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EDITORIAL CARTOONS
Rafat Alkhatib / Jordan

Alkhatib is a political cartoonist and satirist from Jordan
currently living in the US. His work experience spans over
a decade of professional publishing on platforms like Al
Jazeera, AlHudood Network, and The Cartoon Movement.
He is an active member in Cartooning for Peace. His work
won both local and international awards, including but not
limited to Turkey, Brazil,and Cuba.Heis currently publishing
his works on his social media outlets and website. His work
addresses universal themes, with afocus on fighting racism,
by adopting diverse points of view. His most recent work
focuses on the war on Gaza.
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GRAPHIC NOVELS

Barrack Rima/Lebanon

Born in Tripoli, Lebanon, and living in Brussels, Barrack
Rima is a comics artist and a film maker, and a member
of Samandal comics association (Beirut). Some of her
comics works: Cairo storyteller (in French, La Cafetiére,
1998); Beiruttrilogy (in French, Alifbata, 2017); In the taxi (in
French, Alifbata, 2020); De Brusselmansen (in Dutch, weekly
in Brussel Deze Week newspaper, 1998-2003); Sociologia (in
Arabic, weekly in Al Akhbar newspaper, 2014-2015).

Inthe taxi, Alifbata | cliclcallgusdpull o6

COMIC STRIPS
Mohamed Salah / Egypt

A Cairo-born and based comic book artist with a knack for
social commentary and science-fiction. He graduated in
2005 from the faculty of fine arts, Helwan University. Salah
has worked across a multitude of visual communication
disciplines since 2002; starting out with comics and
painting, and venturing into areas such as animation,
editorial cartoons, illustration and advertising. His work
was published in magazines and newspapers such as Samir,
Toktok, Al-Masry Alyoum and Al-Shorouk, and exhibited in
Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia and France (Angouléme).
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Karen Keyrouz / Lebanon The Unified Training Program for Nocturnal Hunters

Karen Keyrouz is a multidisciplinary artist whose practice
is a “va-et-vient” between drawing, comics and filming.
She launched herfirst graphic Novel “Flux et Reflux” (2018)
with the Académie Libanaise des Beaux-Arts, where she
earned her master’s degree (2015). She also published
several shortcomics such as “The 8th Sleeper” (Samandal-
Experimentation, 2018) “Urine”(Lyon BD, France 2018),
“Are You Still Reading the News” and “Have a Seat”(Zeez
Collective, 2017). Karen exhibited her work in several
international festivals: Angouléme International Comics
Festival, Lyon BD, BD Amiens and Cairo Comix. She co-
founded Zeez collective and is an active member of the
acclaimed Samandal Comics, where she edits, writes and

draws comics.In2017,she organized with some friends the ay 9 nill g |
“drawing concert” in Beirut, where she developed a specific e 0 "J
language in visualimprovisation based on the “Pareidolia”. o/ jops g)ls
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CHILDREN'S BOOK ILLUSTRATION

Baraa Alawoor / Palestine

Born and based in Gaza, Alawoor earned her bachelor
degree in English teaching language in 2015. She worked
asafreelanceronillustrating children’s books and outreach
material. She hasillustrated more than 25 books in countries
suchasLebanon, United Arab Emirates, Morocco, Palestine,
Saudi Arabia, Canada, Georgia, Switzerland, Jordan
and others. In 2021, her work won the Etisalat Award for
Children’s Literature for best illustrations.
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